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Textual Research on Origin of Alismatis Rhizoma in China Pharmacopoeia
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[ Abstract ] This paper origin studies the origin of Alismatis Rhizoma in Chinese pharmacopoeia, and
puts forward some suggestions for modification. Through the changes in the records of the source of Alismatis
Rhizoma in the various versions of the Chinese Pharmacopoeia and the records of Flora of China and Materia
Medica of China, it is found that the source of Alismatis Rhizoma in the Chinese Pharmacopoeia is confused.
Specifically, the Chinese name of Alismatis Rhizoma does not correspond to the Latin name. As a common
Chinese herbal medicine, Alismatis Rhizoma has a large market circulation. Many classic Chinese medicine
prescriptions released by China Food and Drug Administration contain Alismatis Rhizoma. The development of
the classic Chinese medicine prescriptions will further increase the market circulation of Alismatis Rhizoma. As
a major national move to promote the development of traditional Chinese medicine, the study for classic Chinese

medicine prescriptions requires defining the origin of the medicinal materials used, and the confused origin of
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Alismatis Rhizoma recorded in the Chinese Pharmacopoeia seriously hinder the development of the classics.
Therefore, in order to regulate the origin of Alismatis Rhizoma, ensure the clinical efficacy and promote the
development of classic Chinese medicine prescriptions, the confused origin of Alismatis Rhizoma in the Chinese
Pharmacopoeia has to be resolved as soon as possible. Based on the analysis of the changes of Alismatis
Rhizoma's producing areas in the past dynasties, it is found that the producing areas of Alismatis Rhizoma have
continuous changed from Wei and Jin dynasties to present, and finally formed the current situation of Sichuan as
the main producing area. In comparison of chemical composition, origin and market circulation of Alismatis
Rhizoma in Sichuan Province that is the most productive, and Fujian Province that is the best quality, it is found
that the two species are different in every aspects. Nowadays, Alisma plantago-aquatica occupies the majority
of the market, which doesn't conform to Alisma orientale as specified in the 2015 edition of the Chinese
Pharmacopoeia. Therefore, through textual research and analysis, it is suggested that both 4. plantago-
aquatica and A. orientale. Shall be used as the origin of Alismatis Rhizoma. In the 2015 edition of Chinese
Pharmacopoeia, Cassiae Semen, Schizonepetae Herba, Aisaematis Rhizoma, Fibraureae Caulis and Ajugae

Herba have the same problem. This paper provides ideas for the revision of sources of traditional Chinese

medicine.
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Table 1  Origin situation of Alismatis Rhizoma in Chinese
Pharmacopoeia
LR hUAS PLT %4
1963 Alisma plantago-aquatica Linn.
1977 A. orientalis (Sam.) Juzep.
1985 A. orientalis (Sam.) Juzep.
1990 A. orientalis (Sam.) Juzep.
1995 A. orientalis (Sam.) Juzep.
2000 A. orientalis (Sam.) Juzep.
2005 A. orientalis (Sam.) Juzep.
2010 A. orientale (Sam.) Juzep.
2015 A. orientale (Sam.) Juzep.
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Fig.1 Changes in production area of Alismatis Rhizoma
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