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Abstract: Insect drugs have the actions of offensively eliminating and expelling pathogens, with unique
advantage in the treatment of epilepsy. Commonly—used insect drugs for epilepsy consist of Scorpio, Scolopendra,
Pheretima, Cicadae Periostracum, and Bombyx Batryticatus, which have the efficacy of ceasing spasm, calming
liver wind, and activating the meridians. In the anti—epilepsy prescriptions composing of insect drugs recorded in
the ancient and modern Chinese medical literature, the prescriptions only consisting of insect drugs (e.g. Erchong
Dingxian Powder, Zhijing Powder) and the prescriptions consisting of high proportion of insect drugs (e.g.
Quanxie Powder, Niuhuang Pills) accounted for a small proportion, while the prescriptions consisting of less
insect drugs (e.g. Wuxian Pills, Kongvian Pills) were more commonly used. The prescriptions for epilepsy
consisting of insect drugs were increased in modern times, and often multiple insect drugs were used in one
prescription. The Scorpio and the Bombyx Batryticatus are mild in nature and have no cold or heat predominance,
which were the most commonly—used drug pair. Scorpio and the Scolopendra were normally used together for
reinforcement on arresting convulsion. Bombyx Batryticatus combined with Cicadae Periostracum was used early in
the Tang Dynasty to treat epilepsy, and had the actions of dispelling wind and removing phlegm, relieving
depression and removing stagnation. The combination of Bombyx Batryticatus and Pheretima was mainly used in the
modern prescriptions, and the herbal pair had the features of one ascending and another descending, which acted
on suppressing wind and ceasing spasm, and on activating gi movement, unblocking collaterals and relieving

pain. The exploration of the pharmacological properties, efficacy and compatibility regularity of the commonly—
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used insect medicines for epilepsy will provide reference for the clinical treatment of epilepsy.
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Table 1 The common prescriptions for epilepsy with insect drug as the primary ingredients collected from the ancient

and modern Chinese medicine literature
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Table 2 The presentative prescriptions for epilepsy with insect drug as the minor ingredients collected from the ancient

and modern Chinese medicine literature
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Table 3 The compatibility frequency of the five common
insect drugs in prescriptions for epilepsy collected from
the ancient and modern Chinese medicine literature
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