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A Corpus Study on the Power of Cultural Dissemination of Traditional Chinese Medicine Terms

—— Taking English Translation of “Meridian ( Jingmai )’ as an Example

JING Mengxuan
( Liaoning University of Traditional Chinese Medicine,, Shenyang 110847, Liaoning, China )

Abstract: As an essential component of Chinese culture, traditional Chinese medicine not only plays
an important role in medical research, but also stands for the mindset of Chinese philosophical thinking,
which endows itself an equally significant position in dissemination of Chinese culture. Therefore, term
translation of traditional Chinese medicine is as much a main subject of study in the field of medicine, as
it is in the study of disseminating Chinese culture to the world. WHO published an international standard
about terms of acupuncture points and meridians, in which the English word “meridian” was designated
for the term “Jingmai” . While in actual texts, there are also “channel” and “vessel” used as the English
version of “Jingmai” . To study the actual usage of language, corpus, essentially database of actual texts, are
undoubtedly the most appropriate source of information. In this research, the English translation of “Jingmai”
is taken as an example, with the British National Corpus as the source of corpus data and Sketch Engine as
the tool of search, to explore the frequency of each translation version of “Jingmai” in natural contexts and to
analyze their power of cultural dissemination by analyzing meaning of words and search results from the corpus.
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24 ST T HRL R R A AR B A S AR MERF I —— LA K — i3 S0 Ay i 27%
Fp A S o E SR Y R B R O, AN A R F(noon )"

LM FE Y 5 A ML, R PR
BRI I ol R EE I R SR ol (i = o= R S
BRVER T ESOIEA L A2 0G0 ) E SO A
S Ean b E T S b EARE A ) IR AZ T S Ee A
MRS SEm o IANZE ik AL BT SR SRS, X TR
AT MV AR SC T B MY 35 S5 2 v 12 24 BRI FT =
WFFE BT, XS T AL Sy )z 18 S L 7k 52
PR, F22 firh B3k e & FE BRI S T EST R
FESE (LTS B A SCIufER: . Bk, TR IR A RRE
IR 5 2 I 5 4 3 1) EE B P, o T o [ SO AR
4%, 75 2 T b B E BRI L RS, #EAA T4 &
BT,

— Ll 8 2 TR R IR UL S A1 [ PR bR T B PR
EAESCAALRE S fe b, WA HAb E 28 43219
BHPERRAS . il <22 )k — i), 7E WHO T 1991 4F %
i 19 CEFR & AFRE PR UEL T 58 ) i, SEPE 4 FR
A “meridian” , T ELUAR ) & ik 2 FRAG BF 2= LA “vessel”
Y K X RE 44 BRERUERRZSE, “channel”
— A [RRE T T g kT B KT B0
A LA ik — RS SO S ), DADEE] [ 58
WOBHRE SR LT B S BCa e Y5, 3 i A6 2R AN [R]
PRRRAS 1 7 5 AR TEAE AN [R] 45388 S AS rf L 30 g 00 32
X Ll 6% 22 TR) AT 1Y) TS IUAS 7 122 245 40Tl 1) 1 T A
TEH A SCAALRE SR gV -

1 “KpK” B RAXEIEXT IR RTE X 5 i

VESN “ga K — IRy i D€ 5 X 3 18], meridian |
channel Fll vessel 7£ B i HP AR ELA JCE T = 2519 iR
A Lo MITEDET FE SR AR ST 52 R iyt i
F s S TR B SO T AR T g R 2
AR & o PRI T 3B R H R TS A
ekt RV R AR T B 2AH S SR R 1B B e im]yL
Asf, FL s ] S X AT TR B A AL A2 AR
s, HETAE— B AR B E 52 AH DG Hh B2 44 1l R TE Y
SCARARRAE T i A X I e X B 1] F ] A T4
B AT LASE L EA TR SO AL PR o
1.1 meridian & X -#7

R AT AST 5 B S i iRl i) ( Collins COBUILD
Advanced Learner's Dictionary ), meridian— 1] [ &
ST AR B (R LR B2, HiRR 2
“H By CHl 1 A A T 25 AR L — b S FE L 1R Y
137 ¥ ( A meridian is an imaginary line from the North
Pole to the South Pole. Meridians are drawn on maps to
help you describe the position of a place ). TIFEIR
Ta) VI K 5 SCHE T R AT AR T 26 1 1) L) ( Collins
English Dictionary ) /1, meridian— id] 2 W 5% T 6 Ff
Z Pk B SCR 3 R A5 5 o AP X, HE
TE T A 1 BV [RIAE IR SR AE CRTR ST v B 06 1 3] L )
iy TR, 2T, RS i) S35 SR RS
25 B R O ARTE: LI R SRR S | FE
IO 04 | i 5 A (the peak; zenith )7 5 5 2 <48
Jk” WA AR X N 114 44 TR B SCHEAESE 507 “(FE%T R
SEGUE ) WO SR R A RE R AR AR Th s L) P 42
o AEE [ Cin acupuncture, etc ) any of the channels

through which vital energy is believed to circulate round

the body |” o HF{EfRIG — (LA & OE LR FFIY “1E

AR P Al AT 1] B () TR ABIAR 732, meridian — 1] 4
G CE AR R B v iR 3 — 2 g0, B 2K
e R, J2 A AR 8T 3] B g SR A9 3R] T 30 0009 fx
W R 2Z —( Used occasionally. meridian is one of
the 30 000 most commonly used words in the Collins
dictionary )", J& T SR BAR AR . AR AR T
1e B D T AL ) XoFaa] SCIRCSR I ICRY | A BAE KA AR
YeiE ) v i) SCHER T ERRT AR L BR T T
2L, AR X — B LA, A B A A SR AN =
T HL RSB FH T RS H# A5 Ll ATl , o 385 felf
FAE RIS, L, meridian —ia] X% {4 FH
YEIEAESN H W TE S AR UL, 102 T i A 1R B 5
SCFN R F I S M ER 1 FE M S AR Y T B
(Hb P F ) iR e — Hb e R 1] A B AR5
FERA” . PP & LS k7 AR Z AN T,
HREEAE Y Bl B AE— DR B AR (b R Bl A
A ) 1 B e A6 (A T sl 3 B o), I LA
JETCIRAE IS T E B S (S P A THAE -,
28 )k, TC 238 A PR IR ELAZE I ). 3k 2B AH AR 2 A4k e
ST AT 80 B 22 DK S oA AR Z P i KA
25 NARIE W AN A4 22 Jh 3] B () R G0, AH L, 34
P IR FANREAL S A7 AHIENY S S, BT e
VALl S AR B ik R s AT
AT IR ST BEIE I R G .

1.2 channelid 4 #T

5 meridian #H b, channel —ia] A AETR X | F
WP, WAL 3 S TR . RIREAR P AT AR T
1o B o iE TR L ), iz R el SR T 8 SR i) L, L AT £K
TR TR] 5 4%, sl tein]l L2 5%, U i e — &L
4418 1 (T2 AR, the Channel 2% the English
Channel )o 5 “ZK” WEE XS R M e 5 1Y) 16] SCHEAE
553407, 48 Ml FH e g i ik Hoak 2] B iy sk T
I B — PR R EgE R CIf you do something through a
particular channel, or particular channels, that is the
system or organization that you use to achieve your aims
or to communicate )” o A AR B 1 TR] L) A ] %
T 10 2% 24 ) P ) SRS 25 Bl inl R ] L, L A 5 A
2 S5 BAN A H 19 24 TR TR) S — 2% v 4 ek, G
IR 55 R 10 45 24 TR USR] 05— 25 T <0
ORI A AR k. NIRSCRE, 5 4
Jk” WA ARE S8 A DA B 5 ) 2 44 TR PR B SR ES 4 FITES
545 A% R B sl v il i — R O SEVLAY L H
JHEZ %% (a means or agency of access, communication,
etc )", 55 5 25 “RI UG | ‘i e A slife ALy —
FhE&2E (a course into which something can be directed
or moved )" o PR AS TR] L R A SR ) HI At 47 TR] P 5 LR
55 R A DG, 1 AN CRT AR SYT g B 9% 1 da) i) op
WSy “HLRLE” CHL B BT UK & i R
B OHT Y HAAT R EE” , LA B KM e 1 TR] L )
S SR Y TR R T e ] AR T 4 TR Y] R
T Iis T & i IR sl B 2 “— /KA R aE AL
ATIE B, M A S T T H 2 5 SR
P

MRS 5 3K FE, channel —ia)J@ -5 5 FH MY
PR, A AR IR S A 1 — 2 TGRSR 1 P ek A R
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27% ST L N 244

PaZl, BN A “HEHH UL, S AR e i vl s g aa)ie
1 4000 1> B H A 1 =2 —( Very Common. channel
is one of the 4000 most commonly used words in the
Collins dictionary )" PRIIXT T LAYEIEAE o H 15
5 R A A5, A TA] g B xfE B A, DA
TG AR RN . AR A — 28
T 0 1) S, AEL RSl S 5 el 2 T LAAR
P HAB LA TR Sl 455 B SCHE AT 2 R
KA MPZARTERF E SCAR N FF R R & Lo Bl b
AT R A BT A A4 TR PR S, AT AR R AR e
AR H T F i ARET, channel —ia] 5 “fF BA%
BERYIRAR” IR H AR DTN K R A U TE
R & S ST SIS WIVASE R/ a7 REAE S v d i INGT |
il SR, WAAFERh G MRS PR SR . X EE S
X5 PR BOME SR 2 AR T ARk R U
IE” A5 RS Bl 2 B ek 2 —Fh R
AMLAE A= A G s 5T fe B, JF HLRE AL e AT 7E Horp
VLSl AL B IE B AR GE . (EAR RS M, i TR A
I CLRERT AR X, channel BT 5P B 5 2 SR AY
28, A 72 meridian GE (AR AE 2] %) 22 45 ZAH 22
TE R 28 b g SE— 2Rk X — i S gk EErh
TABRGNERAT X . 53— DXAAET, channel B
AR ST FRIA M TR FEAE T AL Yim”
2%, 5 meridian FH LU SR Z T AL N CEERET 7T
ThRE.
1.3 vesselid X o #r

FHEEFRIPI A, vessel — I8 T 358 “G K 191
BUARXT A D 3 5 HAR B ia] SCA—E K FR o KFTAR
Hr s B e i e i ) A lles T 3 JR A4 i) LB 1 A%
T2 M L 5 2 25 T 3RS BRSO 1 2 4 1T
553 25 A -G 1 (blood vessel ), RN MMLAE . 7EUL
ST PR R ORI AR S i Ta) B ) v | vessel — i)
R T 6 AT PR S, HP e 1.2 55 5 KT e
e 1 T) L) i SR g 3R] SCAR TR], 5 4 25 5 A &
AT, Fers N N S a6 LI bk L8 VR S A T Y 4
IR 45 #4( a tubular structure that transports such body
fluids as blood and lymph )", itk Z AN SE T “TK
ras Y G )8, DL SR UL 35 S
FEAPRRET, 8ok 1 AP B A, g S AR A 1Y
N7o FTUAF Y, vessel BT “Z8 DK — iR B % 1 ia]
b = 1= A B0 S 2 N B K TR e N £
EIE” B X

TE R )7 1, vessel A< B 1 i8] 45 25 22 5 channel
AHIAD, #Jm T PU 2, R DLAg TR . (AR i
B U, 05730 “blood vessel” B TR E
T, B A B s ARRATIRI . DN g 3 vy
B i i) i ) Hhia] SCRYHESN L il S o, A X
— 7 & T vessel L&A S AH X AS IH FH o
PN XA SOR B H 5 R 2 AR OC , AT+ 47
ify D g EAA B $8 1) PR, AT DL LE A A A B A b 0 AR
F) I KA ARG . DN CRTARIT SE  R]
HE ) SR 25 4 2% 1) SCHP ) T LA B0 Ak A 1Y 8 XL
kA, H kAT CETET A S gk B
— i MG A PN A AR A S A AR N
TR R GEELEH , UL vessel B FHAE “2lk” BOXT
Tl LU A ARE Y o AH A T X R AS B B 5B AT
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BR2F AR M, BT DAY B AR R 2 A DG I ia B i s,
DL H a5 S 00 S — B AR S (158K
3R AT X W0 AR S AL . B R
fie <LK 3X— W AR ARL S5 A R AR AR, H 5
B B SCEIIFASAH R 09 Fh S A8, ORI BB 19 4 1) 74
S5 id 2 1 T3 .
2 “Zpk” BE AZEIEX A IEHER E ST

FE 2 PRI AR 10 €l & e | 1R S —Fh
S PR R ARAE N R B p 3 S 9 T A,
W H WS Tl F ) — P M s k. 1
BHZEEAS B R R PR S i B PSRRIz
LS S MR, TR s S A T A e A 3 T B
B R A A BE X TR T IR AR 3R . AR Sk
B ] [ R AR B Rk IR, DA Sketch Engine
VERFG 2 T H R 2K 1 B9 SR W il 7E H
SRIE S s B R

Je [E [E K i Bl % ( British National Corpus, |
SC AT BRBNC ) 2 57 T 1995 4%, 40 1% 15 R 24 142.30),
JiZ R T 20 20 )5 2 P [ 45 45T L 25 AR LA
Py AR H R S T SCAR 15 90% , 6115 8T
[ 2R AR B AE AR SR R A 5 10%, £,
TG BEX TR RE Y H AR . FE iR R
PE S AL (informative texts ) 24 15 71.9% , B 1E 1 SC A<
( imaginative texts )15 17.6%

Sketch Engine B 850E 5 % 22 Adam Kilgarriff
Bk 4 i R W & 2% %K Pavel Rychly T 2004 4F 431
wT RRE A M A IR AR R
B VR, IFAT Wordlist (AT i) 6L 5498 a2 TR AR 1% 5. 1]
Y 2 B IH] 1Y 1A ). Concordance (23 )41 ¥ FF 8
TR AR Y FALR] Bl 2 PR IR e SR TE B i B 1 1541 )
Word Sketch (2L 1] PRI FEAS [R] 15 745 44 Hp 5 HAth F
Tl FETIC S HAT A5 ) | Thesaurus (K245 72 FLR) 1
I S in] wY R S E) K HL AT A AT % 45 ). Word Sketch
Difference (X} Fb2r 1AL iR 2 (0] B AN TR], L F6 7E A
W] 35 1k 25 A o g T T 23 | g A B R] i #5145 )
G T ER] H T ERE R R T . W m]
L3815 oAl 4 My Corpora DIBE H A7 R At g ke TERk
J%2 . Sketch Engine I FHYE BN BR TiERHEE &
SEASY, W12 B BRSO ST T SR A
QR CANTIL R Sy T TR

AN 58 2 2 Ad FH Wordlist 1l Concordance P Ff
)1 fig, 25 i meridian . channel Flvessel 4 HY FW 5 3%
SR e AT L B A 5 A R R G, 9T X L
IR SCASZE R RN SEBR A 7 v B ARl S T
JL AT BE 4 1t M AL K AR R B 45 B O 2K BRERR 1S
BLAN , A SCHY LLARIAR (lemma ) S K2R S, DLAL &
( containing ) Sk A, KR AL S H AR Al 1918 k)
FEAR 8 3BT 10 75 ZEAT FH 5 e B BB ( Filter ) Xt B 3C
PEAT R G , A R AT n] e T Sofk Ry T B
24 it s YT AEAH DG I S BR] , 8 L AR T RE
H R 2 AR SC I EERL , 20 TP R A S kT Y
Xop N TR FH B AR A T 43T o
2.1 Wordlist (i #fih & 45 %)

)RS, 2% 4 AL Fi TR A v S B OBCHE S
H bn A 22 in) ) IR B v i T A HEE 5 . 77 22
R, BT &7 R R, HiE s



24 ST T HRL A h R A AR T B A S B MR SY

DL LK — IR ol 274

ASE A TRITES HE B0 A O 250 b e s 5 HES 5 s 1 BT
HoAh A1 5 HARKE R I IRDE , BMIZ R0 5 H ik
FAAITEAAE G . BIUNAEAS 2L 5 TRIAR bet AUTEAFET
H T betray BYTRDE 6155 bet #0 [F B9553, It LIAE
o R 45 A vt 23 [W] i (D 904 5 betray 19158}, R 4E
betray Fll bet £ % X I IO 56 R . BIIAETHISE
BRIFAFNT , 75 B A0 S vy 25 5 3 bnAs 2 a0 T2
A T GRS SCAFE IR TR 19 H B K

TE N 1 S 43 M AT L, meridian — 18] B 5
JHERE] SR AR, LR HTER R R R 2
BRAE Sy 338 24 I LASh  3X A FRrie 28 WA T8 44
W IR E] R i s R . Bk, AER R
SEIMHEA T 43 M7 Z i A ZEAR TR} S PR i &
i e 2R DK A R 09 L ET T X L. AE S 130
A5 TR meridian FY3ERF UL 1) e BE P
i\ meridian fll meridiana, . HELESE 2 {37 11
PAJE “meridiana” HEIIRECH 5, ¥IVE R TH 21 O5
2O M, 5 meridian A< B 19 & LI TERBE, Kz
B AR S . meridian 19 SEBRIEER 125, £ i7F
— e, oA g 28 45 i B AE O, = AE R “ 4
Jk” S Sl R .

Lemma  Fraquency ' ¢ Timellne

meridian 130 . /’\ =

E1  meridian 7E BNC IEAHEE H A RS 28 45 50

5 meridian #H b, channel — i8] 7F 918 o i 431
WS 2., B e A0 & 5 (5 R
JE” Ah, A BAT AW )RS B AR S, HL
ZHEAE T A AT T A & sl e 1 44 B, [F]
i i B shimlia . PR UEXT L 43 BT it S B, 7R
K 2R 1oL B Hh i FH Sketch Engine A 3 BE R K 2R Y2 [l
BRAE M 44 10) . #E 4 5928 2541 7 channel 1915}
(DL 2 ), 47 26 25 5% LLIRTE “channell” 19T H 21,
PR T ARl (LE Q) 4, 55 channel 1944
PR PR TR B AT OE FR o ik — eI LY
TE 0L, channel /A 44 18] 14 S BRIF ST Ry 5902, i —
e 5 T B2 A S SCAS , HAR 31 7 455 SOk <42
ik e

Nawn Frequenty '+ Timelina

channel 5928

E2  channel (£41))7E BNC IEA}ZE b Ao ia] SRS 2R 45 TR
vessel — 18] L6 F] A 37 18] #iL o (39 38 B9 A v S
channel [6] &7 DU 2%, {HAR 5 150 22 19 K 2 45 S mT L
&, LS BR H B SR AL T S A, e 2900 S5 K
REER (WK 3 ), Hp & 3FPIRIIE : vessel | vessels
(14 Y% ) Fil blood—vessel ( 11¥R), 485 vessel JRAS Y
B XAHSE, (Bt it —F ik, Bk vessel A4 5

B2 2 AR AE Y & X, (B AE BNCiERHZE P T 2R th
P55 r BR 25 AH G I SCAS , Ve AT FRBIVE Sy “ 2 llk” XL
PR A TE R, IR I FE TR —2E Concordance #6528 AN
FXT vessel —iaAl A TIE—25 195347 o

Lemma Frequency "4 Timeting

W

K3 vessel 7E BNC LR H (4 Ta] i A6 2 445

DA A (R TR) A A 3R 85 SR v ] LUE Y, 34 R
TR TS O 5 10] LT I 5 SR A AT . AR
B X FEE, channel A BRI =, (HAE R “Zeik”
i FH BRI AR S 82 /0 o meridian Y50 5 channel
AEBC , F TR S LA AT T B R 22 5 Hll SisiAH 5G|
JIT LA S A TR R A, AEAE Sy 2l Ao R i 4H
XTIUAR 1 o 1M vessel — 1) 32 i T HAS B 11y [ A 10) S,
IR STE BT ARSI SCAS ot B, (H A 7E BNC il
BHZEI LS g ik X d F r & Ot
2.2 Concordance (52 Fri% 85 f# 15 ) A &R 45 1)

TE Wordlist £ 2% 45 S v AT LA #F — 2P 2 ) Bt
A~ B b K 3R 18 B — 8 2 1Y S5 bR iR B (R 1R )
( Concordance ), F-B-45 5 LU HARTRIXT 5519 1) R IE 2
HeZ o FIFR A A] LA A A B B AR iE R
N SCERHITIR 00 A B

B MNEHI S R 2RI SCAR T R G,
meridian Al channel ZTEAE & “£8 ik B9 L X% v fa) fdi
FHE, 72 BNC iRk ZE i B A 22 31 19 FH I A 1 2 AH
LY, EZAEN BRI A 72 FREE S T ERIE YT
IR SCAT R . HAES “Hish(flow )” Bk “BHZE
(block )" 45 ) 1a] 2H p 5 WC fi B “ & UK 247 MY
DIRERT, 8 F channel {417 400 EE meridian 88 22, A}
i J2&: ¥ A B channel B9 15 8}, ok 2 & fd FH <4k
(line )” SFmlENFENC , sl F 76K B [F]— 304 19 HiAth
1R H B & JH channel 8% line $E 47 33 — WK i B 14
A, BT LS SC A s i % BL 210 meridian,  FEEHRE
S ) 2, 7F meridian il channel A9 K 2R 45 B A4 4 55
FAMERL, Foi 3 45 R 2 02 meridian 1
Sk gk B XN 1A TS DL 4R R B A I ( specific
channels )’ “BEH M i ( energy channels )" 25 5125
in) mle FLAD 42 1R FE Bid 1Y channel 18) 2H BCFE BT 5 VE R X
meridian MEREDEI] , 88 B 25 meridian IT3/E R
AR . o) — 4R K LA 2H 5 7 —
B AEN 2 ik BE Bl IE ( meridian energy channels )”
-

Pt — 20 A 1) ORI 8 SCAS & B, meridian (4%
Jiik ) i K 3= 45 R ok A 8 SCAS (DL E1 4 ), T channel
(K MR R ES ok | F SR SCARULE 5), b Ay
AFE AT S, HAEX 4R SCR T A 3 2R I
meridian, {BA H 333 1 ¥R channel , 5 SCAS T 158 rp AT
DLy g SRAHTE . ME-—AH B RS P, 28 1 Rl A TR
At {8 JH channel A1 meridian 3£ 47 fi# BE 100 B, 55 2 |
J24di FH blocked & C channel f# B 156 B 41 e X 28 Dk 14
VEF R, A5 SCARTT W43 B v A5 0 1 458 .
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27% HOF ok E % ok % % i 2
Bricdocinfo Fraguency Relative I taxt type !
O the sign of the serpent. Sample containing about 32864 words from a book (domain: belief and thought) 9 250.65
O Homeopathy far everyone. Sample containing about 38555 words from a book (domain: applied science) 8 190,55 v
O Running: Sample containing about 30535 words from a periodical (domain: leisure) 4 11825 ==
O Te elements of earth mysteries: Sample containing about 36727 words from a book [domain: belief and thought) 3 TA04 o
O  she magazine. Sample containing about 57194 words from a periodical (domain: leisure) 1 15.46 ==
O Country Living. Sample containing about 39395 words from a periodical (domain: leisure) 1 2SI e
O Esquire. Sample containing about 58133 words from a periodical (domain: arts) 1 s
O Medau News. Sample containing about 3720 words of unpublished miscellanea (domain: leisure) 1 24301 =
4 oA meridian (Z8K) VERHI IR I SCA 5
#ncdacinfo Fréquency Refative’in téxt type
[0 new Scientist. Sample containing about 13037 words from a periodical (domain: applied science) 2 13955 v
] Esquire. Sample containing about 58133 words from a periadical (domain: arts) 2 02T “ees
O Homeopathy for everyone. Sample containing abouit 38555 words from a book (domain; applied science) it 23.82 o
O Running. Sample containing about 30535 words from a periodical (domain: leisure) 1 29.56 -
O The sign of the serpent: Sample containing about 32864 words from a book (domain: belief and thought) i 2785 e

5 &4 channel (Z2Jik0) HRH TS SCAE B,

3 “£” —WMBEIESEPEZARIFNCMHIEL
B

G B SO AS Ty T AP, AR e kT — IR L
w25 P, meridian 1 28 WHO & A 19 Fr 1 £k
7 Z& R B4 X R 1R S ARk B B Y SCAR AR R X —
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