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[ Abstract] As discovery of unearthed literature is mounting, there has been an increasingly heated discussion on
the compilation of ancient medical books. It is thus possible to explore the precise compiling process and textual forms
of Shen Nong Ben Cao Jing ( { #RARELL ) The Divine Farmer's Classic of Materia Medica, Ben Cao for short
thereafter), based on comprehensive analysis of unearthed and extant literature through referring to new theoretical
viewpoints and previous research outcomes. Ben Cao was formed up gradually on the basis of antique herbal documents,
reflecting the accumulating process of drug knowledge at the early stage. The earliest known Ben Cao was found in the
late Eastern Han Dynasty, ushering in a booming period for herbal works in the following three hundred years of Wei-Jin
and the Northern and Southern Dynasties. During the period, the status of Ben Cao was made complicated: firstly, with a
variety of alien book titles; secondly, with the phenomena of one-book in distinct versions and same-titled books referring

to different books; thirdly, with the emergence of large number of works on the sorting and researches of Ben Cao, which
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played a vital role for the determination of Ben Cao to be a classic (“ £8 ”Jing) and its definite edition of texts. Ben Cao
Jing Ji Zhu ( { RELZAEN:) Collective Annotation on the Classic of Materia Medica) sorted by TAO Hongjing of the
Southern Dynasty was one of the essential textual editions. The compilation of Shen Nong Ben Cao Jing is a dynamic
accumulation process, whose canonization reflects the reluctant attitude and compromising approaches by the literati
towards technical medical texts.

[ Keywords ] Shen Nong Ben Cao Jing ( { MRAREL ) The Divine Farmer's Classic of Materia Medica); TAO
Hongjing; Compilation of Books; Han Shu: Yi Wen Zhi ( {iX+35 - 2.3 ) Chronicles of the Han Dynasty: Bibliography
of Art and Literature); Sui Shu: Jing Ji Zhi ( {F§4 + 45535 ) Chronicles of the Sui Dynasty: Bibliography of Classics);
History of Books
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