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[Abstract] Objective: To identify the key factors influencing the examination about the inventiveness of traditional
Chinese medicine (TCM) composition invention patents and explore the reasons, so as to provide references for improving
the examination standards. Methods: The reexamination decisions of TCM composition invention patents rejected because
of inventiveness were searched and used to establish a database. Classification analysis and single factor logistic analysis
were employed to identify the influencing factors. Results: The examination standard for inventiveness of TCM composition
invention patents varied significantly from year to year. In reexamination, the probability of redrawing rejection decisions
could be increased by supplementation of experimental data, invention types of TCM compositions, the number of
distinguishing technical features, and comparing documents or common knowledge cited by the examiner. Conclusion: A
reasonable, unified, and clear examination standard for the inventiveness of TCM prescription invention patents in China
remains to be established, which requires the considerations from multiple aspects.
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