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Influence of Contact with TCM on TCM-Oriented Behaviors of International Students

Ye Zhidong, Wang Lepeng”
(School of Humanities,Beijing University of Chinese Medicine, Beijing 102488 ,China)

Abstract ;: To explore the influence of Contact with TCM on TCM-oriented behaviors of international students in Beijing
University of Chinese Medicine (BUCM) and five neighboring universities in terms of their TCM cultural experience,
learning and communication, and the mechanism of its effect. The study was conducted by constructing a theoretical
framework of “cultural proximity, TCM contact, TCM identification, TCM-oriented behavior”, and distributing online
questionnaires to international students of six universities in Beijing and international short-term training students of
BUCM through WeChat and Facebook with the help of Questionnaire Star. A total of 185 questionnaires were collected
and 181 were valid. The results showed that: international students in Beijing had higher cultural proximity, TCM iden-
tification,and TCM-oriented behaviors (z=>3) ,but less TCM contact (z=2. 97) ; TCM contact predicts TCM identifi-
cation and promotes TCM-oriented behaviors; TCM contact promotes TCM-oriented behaviors through the mediating
role of TCM identification; the closer the culture of international students’ native country to China,the more TCM con-
tact and the higher TCM identification they have. Therefore, by leveraging cultural proximity,promoting international
students’ TCM experience and learning, can help enhance their TCM identification and stimulate their TCM-oriented
behaviors.

Keywords: Cross-Cultural Communication; International Students; Cultural Contact; TCM Identification; TCM-Oriented
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