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[ Abstract ] The communication perspective in the study of book history includes three aspects: production, circulation,
and dissemination effects. As an important component of books, the study of ancient Chinese medicine books necessarily
involves extensive perspectives such as bibliography and typology, but shall focus more on the textual level. This article
takes the creators in the production process of ancient Chinese medicine books as the starting point, divides them into
content creators and material creators according to distinctive creation tasks. Content creators include ruling class

represented by monarchs and royal nobles, and most of their creative achievements are mainly collated compilation of
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herbal works or formularies. Other content creators may be a combination of “scholar” and “craftsman” classes, with
a wide range of book production, covering theoretical research and clinical application in medicine. Material creators
include those who create non-printed and printed physical products. Non-printed physical products are mostly created
by individual authors and the craftsmen, while printed physical creations should involve not only the engravers but also
organizers or contributors who presided the printing and publishing of books. Exploring the production process of ancient
Chinese medicine books from the perspective of creators is an attempt to expand the researches on medical books, and
may provide reference and experience for subsequent researches on circulation and dissemination effects, as well as for
related discussion from other perspectives.

[ Keywords ] Ancient Chinese Medicine Books; History of Books; Communication; Content Creators; Material Creators
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